OpenAI opens up to rival cloud services as Microsoft loosens exclusive ties
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Microsoft will no longer have exclusive access to OpenAI’s models and products, a change that opens the door for the ChatGPT maker to place its technology on rival cloud services such as Amazon Web Services and Google Cloud. Reuters reported that the agreement shift was announced on Monday, sending Microsoft shares down nearly 3 per cent, while Alphabet and Amazon edged higher as investors weighed the implications for competition in artificial intelligence.
The revised arrangement leaves Microsoft as OpenAI’s main cloud provider and keeps its licence to OpenAI intellectual property in place until 2032, but it also marks a clear softening of the exclusivity that once defined the relationship. Bloomberg reported that Microsoft will also stop sharing revenue with its key AI partner, while Forbes said the new terms cap some of the financial obligations owed to Microsoft and give OpenAI wider freedom to licence its technology elsewhere.
The change underscores how quickly the AI market has moved since Microsoft made its early bet on OpenAI and used that partnership to become one of the sector’s most prominent players. Reuters and other reports said Microsoft still retains a substantial stake in OpenAI after the company’s restructuring, but the latest deal suggests both sides are adjusting to a more crowded and competitive industry in which access to models, cloud capacity and distribution is becoming less tied to a single partner.
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