Red Hat summit 2026 pushes enterprise AI from pilot to production with focus on security, scalability and partnerships
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Red Hat is using its 2026 summit to make a clear point: enterprise AI has shifted from experimentation to execution. The company says the discussion is no longer about whether models can be built, but how they can be scaled, secured and tied to business returns without surrendering control of sensitive data.
At the centre of the event is a set of AI-focused sessions, labs and demos designed to show how customers and partners are putting these systems into production. Red Hat says attendees will be able to build their own agenda through an AI session planner, with options ranging from breakout talks to hands-on technical workshops and networking with its engineers, product specialists and ecosystem partners.
The customer stories being highlighted are intended to show that AI is moving beyond pilot projects. According to Red Hat, Verizon co-developed an open, modular platform on Red Hat OpenShift AI that has helped speed up generative AI inference while cutting operating costs by millions of dollars. BNP Paribas is being presented as an example of sovereign AI at scale, with an LLM-as-a-Service architecture handling more than 900 million input tokens a day under strict compliance requirements. Airbus Helicopters is also featured for building a production AI system that balances performance and cost in a reliability-critical environment.
Partnerships are another major theme. Red Hat says sessions with NVIDIA will focus on its AI Factory approach, combining Red Hat AI Enterprise with NVIDIA’s accelerated computing, networking and software stack. IBM will appear in discussions on scaling AI across hybrid cloud and turning dark data into enterprise-ready systems, while joint sessions with IBM, AMD and Microsoft are set to explore how open hybrid cloud infrastructure can support multiple accelerators and different models across different hardware environments.
The wider summit programme also reflects Red Hat’s effort to position the event as a practical technical forum rather than a product showcase. In a separate preview, the company said the 2026 gathering will feature hands-on labs, product spotlights, expo hall sessions and lightning talks aimed at helping IT teams deepen their open-source and hybrid cloud skills.
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